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COVER LETTER ]une 12, 2001

TO: Governor's Office, Ecl Bartlett, Rm. 204, State Capitol, P.O. Box 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801

Environmental Qualiry Council, Capitol Building, Room 105, P.O Box 207704, Helena, MT 59620

Dept. Environmental Quality, Metcalf Builcling, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901

Dept. of Natural Resources and Conservation, US F&G BIdg. 1625 11tr' Ave. Helena, MT 596?0

Bud Clinch, Director
Information Services Section
Water Resources Division, 48 N. Last Chance Gulch, P.O. Box 201.601., Helena, MT 59620-7607

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks,1.420E.6ftAve. Helena, MT 59620
Director's Office
Fisheries Division
Parks Division
Design and Construction Bureau
FWP Region 3 Office, 1400 South 19th, Bozeman,MT 597'1.5

MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 201202 Helena, MT 59620-1202

MT State Library,1515 E. Sixth Ave., P.O. Box 201800, Helena, MT 59620

James Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, POB 1184, Helena, MT 59624

Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, P.O. Box 924,Helena,MT 59624

Northern Plains Resource Council, 2401 Montana Ave. Suite 200, Billings, lvIT 59101-2336

]efferson County Commissioners, P.O. Box H, Boulder, MT 59632

Jefferson County Disaster and Emergency Services Coordinator, P.O. Box H, Boulder, MT 59632

Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 1175, Helena,lvll59624
Trout Unlimited, P.O. Box7186, Missoula, MT 59807
MT State Parks Association, P.O. Box 699, Billings, MT 59103

Senator Duane Grimes, Senate District 20,4 Hole In The Wall, Clancy, MT 59634-95L6

Rep. Rick Dale, House District 39, 5 Rocky Mountain Dr., Whitehall, MT 59759-9626

George Ochenski, P.O. Box 689, Helena,MT 59624

Environmental Protection Agency, 301 S. Park Ave. Drawer 1.0096, Helena, MT 59625-0095

Larry Cole, U.S. Forest Service, Helena Ranger District, 2001. Poplar, Helena, MT 59501

Doug McClelland, U.S.F.S. Engineering Sec., 200 E. Broadway, P.O. Box 7669,Missoula, MT 59807

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 301 S. Park Ave. Drawer 100'14, Helena, NIT 59626-001'4

u.s. Fish & wildlife service, MT Field office,100 N. Park Ave. Helena, MT 59601

Laclies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Decision Notice has been prepared for the Park Lake Site Investigation. Please contact Craig

Marr, Helena Area Parks Operations Specialist at (406) M41720 should you have any questions about the

Decision Notice or the Final EA. Copies of the Fhal EA are available uPon request. Thank you.

Helena Area Coordinator



FINAL DECISION NOTICE
Park Lake Site Investigation

Montana Fish Wilcllife & Parks

""5ffi fi:tiil::ffi"o,r"
Helena, MT 59520

Pronosal

On April 30,200'1. the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) released a draft Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the Park Lake Site Investigation. The site investigation is being proposed to provide
the necessary geotechnical site information on the Park Lake dam in preparation for rehabilitation efforts
to enhance safety of the impound.

The proposal involves investigation involves drilling test wells, the excavation of test pits and the clearing
of brush, trees and vegetation along two equipment access routes. The brush and tree removal is
necessary to allow equipment access to exploration sites. Approximately 10 cubic yards of material will
be excavated for the test pits. Test pits would not be in the reservoir pool area and would be above the
reservoir high water level. The pits would be filled upon completion of this work. The equipment used
for the project would include a backhoe and a drilling rig. All of the work will be performed above
existing water levels, and above the high water level of the reservoir. Any disturbed areas would be
reclaimed upon completion of the project with the exception of the maintenance access to the main dam
which will be maintained for future use. A locking gate will be installed on the maintenance access to
prevent unauthorized vehicle access. A cultural clearance from the Montana State Historic Preservation
Office was obtained in July 2000. This project is anticipated to begin in mid September 2001 and end in
December 2001.

Public Process and Comment

A 30-day public comment period began April 30, 2001 and closed on May 31.,2007. A legal notice
describing the proposed modification was published in the Helena Independent Record on April 29,2001..
A statewide press release was sent to the print and broadcast media and the proposed modification was
posted on the FWP web site. No comments were received regarding the proposed action.



Decision

Based on the analysis in the Environmental Assessment (EA) and applicable laws regulations and
policies, I concludes that the proposed action will not result in any significant impacts, I will adopt the
draft EA as the final EA and proceed with the project, as planned. The final EA may be viewed or
obtained from Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks, Helena Area Resource Office

June 13, 2001

Michael Korn
Helena Area Coordinator
Please direct any questions to:

Michael Korn, Helena Area Coordinator
Helena Area Resource Office, MFWP
930 Custer Ave.
Helena, MT 59520
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